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Man needs food
and fiber;

farming can
provide both

efficiently

Land gets
cleared;

but farming is
only a short-term

endeavor

Property taxes
are waived,

benefitting the
landowner (not

the farmer?)

At the right
moment:

"Since the land
has been "ruined,"
let's develop it!"
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CAUTIONS:

• Is data available for all important subjects? 

• Are data layers weighted for importance?

• Is it valid to assume that remaining land should be urbanized?

• Is remaining land contiguous enough to achieve urbanism?



6

The rural-urban fringe is America’s land-
use battleground. Here, developers, long-
term landowners, quick-buck land 
speculators, politicians, and realtors are 
matched against other long-term 
landowners, politicians, environmentalists, 
and newcomers who want to keep their 
new communities attractive and fiscally 
manageable.

-- Tom Daniels, in “When City and Country Collide”

-- Tom Daniels, in “When City and Country Collide”
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Rural By Design 
by Randall Arendt

Working 
Rural 

Landscape
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Rural By Design 
by Randall Arendt

Suburban 
Pod

Rural By Design 
by Randall Arendt

Cluster
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MARTIN COUNTY
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Current proposal gives owners of large 
tracts designated “Agricultural” an option 
besides 20-acre ranchettes:

• Tracts of at least 500 acres could be rezoned to PUD to allow 
cluster development, with lots of 2 acres or larger. 

• The total number of lots cannot exceed the pre-existing base
density of 1 DU per 20 acres for the entire tract.

• At least 50% of the land would have to be made permanently off-
limits to residential or commercial development.

• If the tract contains any land listed for acquisition by a government 
conservation program (e.g., Everglades restoration), at least half 
must be donated, and no 2-acre lots can be placed on the 
remainder.
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ST. LUCIE COUNTY

St. Lucie County, Florida

-- In The Path Of Growth --

The Study Area
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The Study Area

Indrio Road
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A Sense of Scale

• 18,000 acres

• 28 square miles

• over 50,000 dwelling    

units currently allowed

• zoned for agriculture

• future land use: 

residential at 1 DU/ac.

The Study Area
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A Sense of Scale

Renaissance Florence

Lower Manhattan

Historic Savannah

North End Boston

The Previous Comprehensive “Plan” Scenario
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The Previous Comprehensive “Plan” Scenario

The Previous Comprehensive “Plan” Scenario

The Previous Comprehensive “Plan” Scenario
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Key Components of the Citizens’ Master Plan

Retains large areas of the Countryside

Key Components of the Citizens’ Master Plan

A Central Backbone System for Water Management

Key Components of the Citizens’ Master Plan

New interconnected network of streets
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Key Components of the Citizens’ Master Plan

Public, institutional, service, and retail uses
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Ramon Trias, 
Trias and Assoc.

Ramon Trias, 
Trias and Assoc.

Ramon Trias, 
Trias and Assoc.
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Ramon Trias, 
Trias and Assoc.

SARASOTA 
COUNTY
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Sarasota 2050             
(plan by Glatting Jackson)

www.scgov.net/Content/C
ontent.aspx?C7A6C692B

2=A7969C
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Hamlet 
Prototype

Village 
Center 

Prototype

COLLIER 
COUNTY
Rural Fringe
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COLLIER 
COUNTY

Rural Land 
Stewardship
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www.spikowski.com/pineisland.htm
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www.spikowski.com/GreenerLee.htm
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